Able to Stay in My Community
things to make this project viable:
controlling the costs, low-cost financing and
low rents. “We looked at tax credits and
other programs but those didn’t work well
with a small project like this,” said
Henningsgard.
Alerene Hoffman’s home in New
Rockford, N.D., was getting to be
just a little too much for her to
handle. This retired widow loved
spending time in her garden
tending to her flowers but health
issues slowed her down and she
wished for something smaller with
less maintenance and no steps.
She also wanted to stay in the town
she had called home for years.
Hoffman moved into one of Eddy County
Housing Authority’s new twin homes on
June 1 fulfilling all those wishes.
Hoffman and her husband Robert raised
five children on a farm north of town. She
spent 30 years working at the Lutheran
Home of the Good Shepherd, an 80-bed
nursing home in the rural North Dakota
town. When her husband was injured in a
construction accident, she was the main
bread winner and they moved from the
farm to a large home in town. After her
husband passed away, she moved into a
smaller house on First Avenue. Now, she
says, it’s time for something with fewer
steps.
When the twin homes were completed this
spring, Hoffman was one of the lucky ones
chosen to live in the rental units which went
fast and now have a waiting list.
“This will be a wonderful experience for
me,” Hoffman said. “I don’t have to mow
the grass or shovel snow or any of that.
This will just be great. These are such nice
homes.”
Eddy County Housing Authority took on the
twin home project in 2010 to help alleviate
a rental housing shortage in the community
of about 1,400 people. There are two sets
of twin homes with two-bedroom units on
Seventh Street and three-bedroom units on
Third Avenue.
“The response to this project was just

Instead they used an Essential Function
Bond through local lender Bank Forward, a
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development HOME program loan from
Eastern Dakota Housing Alliance, and cash
contributions from Eddy County Housing
and the New Rockford Area Betterment
Corp. in addition to a $50,000 Rural
Housing Investment Incentive Program
(RHIIP) allocation from the North Dakota
Housing Finance Agency (NDHFA).
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In the New Rockford project, the RHIIP
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